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On rus RIGHTS prey DUTIES or MAN. . 


INTRODUCTION. 5 


AN, when he becomes a reaſonable creature, becomes an ac- 
tive member of ſome Society, and his firſt duty is to ohey the 
laws, and the intereſts of it, as far as they are conſiſtent with juſtice. 
But the Government in almoſt every ſtate, not content with the 
glory, or the reaſonable profits of governing well, are apt to oppreſs 
the people with burthenſome taxes, for their private advantage. 
Hence there ariſes another duty amongſt the ſubordinate members of 
that Society, to eſtabliſh ſome regulations for preventing the abuſe 
of the powers they have delegated. But the multiplicity of numbers, 
the want of union, and the want of knowledge in that rank, renders 
it caly for thoſe who are inveſted with the government to evade 
theſe regulations, and by fraud and force reduce the people: to the 
molt ſervile condition, From theſe circumſtances there ariſes a third 
duty, peculiar to thoſe who are not intereſted in theſe abuſes, and 
have diſcernment to ſee them in all their malignity, to inform their 
fellow citizens, and to lead them into a legal mode of redreſs. 
This duty appears indiſpenſible to them, if we conſider that ſupe- 
rior knowledge is that talent, which was given not to be buried in a 
napkin, but to be diffuſed as wide as poſlible; and that a corru 
overnment always produces vice among the people; for neither t 
Miniſtry nor the Magiſtracy can exert their powers when the con- 
ſtitution they are obliged to ſupport, cannot exiſt without encou- 
raging perjury, and conniving at innumerable frauds in all the de- 
artments of it. Every elettor, when he gives his ſuffrage, ſo- 
aer. [wears, that he has not received any bribe, reward, or promiſe of 
reward, directly or indireciiy, by himſelf, or any perſon for his uſe 3 yet 
we have known magiſtrates, and even miniſters of the goſpel, pref- 
fing the electors to accept of bribes, in behalf of their friends. Luxury 
and Faun the parents of all other ſpecies of oppreſſion are con- 
nived at, in order that the repreſentatives of the people may become 
neceſſitous and venal. Infidelity and drunkenneſs are encouraged 
amongſt the lower orders, that they may forget their true ititereſts, 
and take a falle oath without remorſe. The miniſters of the Church 
are more intent upon courting powerful men for patrons, - than in- 
ſtructing the people, or gaining their eſteem ; and diſtreſs is conti- 
nually urging men to commit crimes, which in happier circumſtances 
they would not have thought of. A Free Parliament having no ſiniſter 
views themſelves, would not connive at fraud, or neglett in others; 
and if the members were found prefering any private intereſt to the 
public good, they would certainly be rejected at the next eleckion. 
Theſe conſiderations, more than the former, have induced the au- 
thor of the following letters to publiſh them, in hopes that the friends 
of religion and virtue will ſee the matter in the ſame light that he does. 


Far from wiſhing to deſtroy the Engliſh conſtitution, his view is to 


diſplay its excellence, before it was poiſoned by foreign invaders 
and to expel what is corrupt and heterogeneous by the moſt gentle 
and 1 methods. In ny to this, he has drawn up a concae hil- 
tory, Ihewing its original purity and ſubſequent corruptions, with 
their baneful eftetts, and the legal means of removing them, : 
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On CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETIES: 
Ss te CET ER- FIRST 


Y OUR having deſired me to give you ſome account of the Societies 


Which are forming in various parts of the Kingdom, for pro- 
curing a reformation in Parliament, and the methods they intend to 
purfue in procuring this object, has led me to enquire into the pre- 
Vailing ſentiments amongſt them; and it appears to me, that they 
have nothing more in view, than to procure, and to communicate 
ſuch information reſpecting our conſtitution and its abuſes, as may 
induce their countrymen to join them in their endeavours to reſtore 
its ancient purity, which I believe is the wiſh and hope of all good 
men, however they may dread the conſequence of attempting it. 
By aſſociating together, and communicating a juſt idea of Govern- 
ment, with ſuch abuſes as may come to their knowledge, they truſt 
their numbers will amount to above half the Kingdom, and that 
their Sovereign and the _— Legiſlature will not then be deaf to 
their repreſentations, or deny their requeſt, Truly ſenſible of the 
calamities which a violent and doubtful diſpute would produce; they 
mean to prbreed with the utmoſt moderation and reſpect to the laws 
in being, expecting their countrymen will in time be almoſt unani- 
moufly of their opinion. But your objettions to all Societies of this 
kind will lead me into a much wider field of argument; and I the 
rather enter into it, becauſe I find theſe objections are common to 
moſt gentlemen who . of affluence, and ſeldom a witneſs 
of the wants and oppreſſions of thoſe below them. It is the middle 
ranks of life who 8 Societies wiſh to convince of the truth of theſe 
oppreſſions (the lower feel them ſuffi ciently) being perſuaded that if 
the middle ranks would generally ſupport their meaſures, their wiſhes 
would be ſpeedily complied with, and that without miſchief or tumult, 
.and; ſhall prove that it is for their intereſt as well as the lower orders. 
If they. ſhould continually oppole a reformation, all the calamities 
they ſo much dread, will inevitably happen, ſooner or later; for I 
will, make it appear, that oppreſſion is increaſing, and cannot be 
ſtaped but by a free vane pn, and when a great people are driven 
to deſpair, no ties of prudence or juſtice can bind them, no fears of 


danger can intimidate them ; when death or life become indifferent, 


all order is at an end. To prevent, not to precipitate theſe calami- 
ties is their wiſh, and they & for the concurrence of every man of 
knowledge, humanity and virtue, 

You admit that the repreſentation. of the people is very unequal 
(for who can deny it) and that the Miniſter has a great influence in 
directing both the choice and the condud. of the repreſentatives; but 
you lay the miniſter cannot act at all without this influence, that the 
conſtitution of England is as perfect as it ever was, or can be ex- 
pected, conſidering the weaknels of human nature, that with all its 
imperfections, we have flouriſhed under it for ages: Trade, wealth, 


and population have increaſed, and if the taxes are high, the govern- 


ment has laid them lightly on the pooreſt clals of ſubjetts, who may 
all procure a comfortable ſubfiſtence if they will; that the advantages 
to be gained by altering it are chimerical and uncertain; whereas the 
miſeries a conteſt would produce are ſhocking and inevitable. 
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ON CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETIES, 

Your opinions, Sir, evidently prove you have not ſufficiently in- 
veſtigated the ſubje&, as you are miſtaken in almoſt all of them; 
therefore I beg your attention, while I ſtate ſome important facts for 
your conſideration, in doing this I muſt go over a beaten track; but 
as you have not leiſure or inclination to read much, I will ſelect 
from the many writers, the molt important paſſages, and place them 
in the belt order and cleareſt point of view I can, I ſhall impartially 
ſtate the beſt arguments on both ſides, and leave reaſon and truth to 
decide the controverſy. I agree with you, that in the preſent ſyſtem 
of government, no Miniſter can act without the influence of the 
Crown; but if the members of Parliament depended on the free 
choice of the people ſor their ſeats, no ſuch ——— would be ne- 
ceſſary, or could exiſt; if the mealures of the miniſters were good 
they dare not oppoſe them, if they were bad they dare not ſupport 
them ; the people are not ſo ſtupid or ignorant, but they could caſily 
diſtinguiſh between their friends and their enemies. But the conſti- 
tution of England is not as perfect as it ever was. Thole indeed, 
who deduce it from Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, or any tranſ- 
action ſince the Norman conqueſt, will find it greatly defective, 
as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, We mult look for its original, and 
its perfection amongſt our Saxon anceſtors, and there we ſhall find a 
purer ſyſtem, both practicable and effectual. Greece and Rome have 
taught us ſome good leſſons, of which I ſhall take notice occaſionally. 
They have taught us, that the body of the people are nor naturally 
enemies to law and equity, or very diſſicult to govern, but their ir- 
regularities and violence have been always occaſioned by great men 
dividing them into faftions, and irritating. them againft each other 
to promote their private intereſts, The laws of Solon and Numa 
were gladly received, and chearfully obeyed by the people. But Ty- 
rants ſucceeding, provoked the pecple to acts of violence; and after 
many efforts to eſtabliſh liberty, not being able to diſtinguiſh faction 
from patriotiſm, they ſunk again into flavery, Which leads us into 
an important truth. That if genuine Liberty ſhould be given, unleſs 
Knowledge is given wit), it to the body of the people, they never can preſerve it. 

This is the baſis on which the Societies now forming in various 
parts of the Kingdom mean to pracced, They are ſenſible, that if 
they were able to lay down a perfect form of Government, and to 
carry it into effect by force of arms, it would avail nothing, unleſs 
the people were qualified to receive and preſerve it, and if the people 
were qualified to receive and preſerve it, force would be unneceſſary. 
The deſpots of the earth, when abſtracteckfrom their deluded ſupporters 
are but few; take the deluſion from the eyes of the latter, manifeſt 
the villany of their leaders, and their own folly, and they will deſert 
the infamous cauſe ; we ſhall then have none to fight with. Shall we 
deſtroy our enemies when they are no longer able to hurt us? No! 
ſurely, Religion, humanity, the natural diſpoſition of Engliſhmen |! 
all forbid it, unleſs they fooliſhly provoke their fate by a uſeleſs 
perſeverance, I am far from wiſhing to excite commotion, but write 
from conviction that it will happen if the meched here propoſed is 
not taken, As Government will probably perlevere till the flame 
breaks out, if not timely admoniſhed by numerous ailociations, 


A ON THE ANCIENT CONSTITUTION OFT GERMAN. 


In order to deduce the Engliſh Conſtitution from its ſource, it is 
neceſſary to look to its origin in Germany, Notwithſtanding 
the ignorance of the ancient Germans, we find there principles of juſ- 
tice and generoſity which would have done honour to any age; and 
a ſyſtem of liberty, which although labouring under many inconveni- 
ences from the want of letters, made theſe rude warriors more than 
a match for the former conquerors of the world. 

We are chiefly indebted to the Roman hiſtorians for our know- 
ledge of them, and they cannot be ſuſpected of partiality in favor of 
this nation. Julius Ceaſar has, in a very intereſting manner, con- 
traſted the Gauls, or old French, with the Germans, He ſays. 

* © In all Gallia the men who are in power and honor are of two 
kinds, for the common people have no rank but that of ſervants, 
who are never heard by themſelves, and are not admitted to council. 
The moſt part yearly alienate their effects, through great tribute, or 
oppreſſed by the injuſtice of the more powerful, offer themſelves as 
vaſſals tothe nobility, Of theſe two the one are the Druids (or prieſts) 
the others the Equites (or Chiefs.) The druids decide almoſt all 
controverſies, public and private; if any one will not abide by their 
decrees, he is forbidden the ſacrifices, which is a heavy puniſhment, 

+ But the Germans differ much from this, for they have neither 
Druids nor ſacrifices; their lives are ſpent in hunting, and in the 
ſtudy of the military art —— they do not ſtudy agriculture, and the 
greater part of their food conſiſts of milk, cheeſe, and fleſh, Neither 
hath any one a certain field or proper boundaries; but the magiſtrates 
and princes in every year apportion to a tribe of 3 who live 
together, a certain quantity of ground according to their number, 
and after a ycar transfer them to another place. This is done for 
many reaſons, leſt they ſhould endeavour to extend their confines 
change the ſtudy of war for that of agriculture, or the more pow- 
erſul expel the weakervpolleſſors : to prevent covetouſnels, from 
which faction and diſcord proceeds, and to content the minds of the 

eople, when they fee their riches equal to the rgoſt powerful. 

Vhen civil or foreign war is denounced or brought in, they chuſe 
a magiſtrate to preſide over the war, Having power of life and death, 
but this magiſtrate is not common in time of peace; and when any 
chief declares in council that he intends to make war, they who ap- 
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prove the cauſe and the man, riſe and offer their aſſiſtance, 
* Tn omni Callia eorum hominum, qui aliquo ſunt numero atque hnnore, genera ſunt 
duo. Nam plebs pane ſervorum habetur loco, qua per fe nihil audet et nulli adhibetur con- 
flo, Hlerigue guum aut ære atieno, per magnitudine tributorum, aut injuria potentiorum 
picmunter, ſeſe in ſervitutem dicaut nobilibus. His alterum Druidum alterum equitum, &c. 
Ctrmani mulwm ab hac contuetudine differunt. Nam neq, Druides habent, neque facrie 
Gcirs.—=Vita omnes in venationibus atque in fiuliis tes militaris conſistit Agrĩculturæ non 
ttudent majorque par victus eorum, lacte et caleo et carve conſiſtet. Neque quiſquam agri 
medum certum, aut fines proprios habet; ſed magiſtratus, ac principes, in annos ſingulos, 
senübus qui una colerunt, quantum eis, attribuunt agri, poit alio tranſire eogunt. Ejus rei 
aultas atfcrunt cauſas; ne ſtudium belli agricnltura commucent, ne latos fines parare ſtudi- 
ent, poteutioreſque humitiores pofſeſſionibus expellant: ne qua oriatur pecuniz cupiditas, qua 
ex re, factiones diflenti nes qua naſcuntur: ut anime æquitate plebem contineant quum 
quiſque opes enm potentiſſimis æuari videat.— Quum bellum defendit, magiſtratus qui belio 
presſim deliguntur; ip pace nv'lus communis cit magittratus, &c. Cætar, de Bel. Gal, lib, 6. 
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ON THE ANCIENT CONSTITUTION OF GERMANY, 5 


Tacitus after deſcribing Germany, tells us“ They choſe their kings 
out of the Nobility or great men, but their magiſtrates for their 
virtue; the royal power was not abſolute, and the magiſtrates go- 
verned rather by example than authority, Small matters are de- 
cided by the chiefs, but for larger ones it is neceſſary that ſome of 
the people ſhould be united with them; they aſſemble on certain 
days, as at the new and full moon, but this defect ariſes from their 
liberty, that they cannot aſſemble at one time, but are two or three 
days collecting they come to council armed, and the prieſts keep 
filence, Firſt the king or magiſtrate is heard, then others according 
to their age, their rank, or reputation in war, or wiſdom, Autho- 
rity or wiſdom perſuades more than power commands, If the pro- 
poſal diſpleaſes they murmur. If they approve it they claſh their 
amour, It was lawful at this council to accuſe any one, and puniſh ac- 
cording. to the crime. They chooſe alſo in theſe aſſemblies magi- 
ſtrates to judge in the towns, each of thefe take a hundred of the 
people as aſſociates to give them authority and council, They do 
nothing public or private without their arms, but they do not take 
arms until ſome one has given teſtimony of their morals before the 
civic aſſembly; then ſome of the chiefs, or the father, or neareſt re- 
lation of the youth arms him with a lance and ſhield, which are 
his farſt honours; before this he muſt not be ſeen far from his houſe, 
but then he becomes a member of the Republic. No one there laughs 
at vices, To corrupt, or to be corrupted is not the faſhion of the age, good 
manners are of more value there than good laws in other places: whoſoever 
drives another from his houfe to periſh, ts held infamous and when a man 


Fe can relieve his gueſt no longer, he will lead him to his next neighbour,” 1 
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have added below, the material parts in the origyial, becauſe ſome 
tranſlators have perverted their meaning, where 


avorable to liberty, 
It may at firſt ſeem unneceflary to trace our ancient conſtitution 


from ſuch remote ages, but as the excellence of our preſent conſtitu- 
tion is the conſtant theme of Adminiſtration, I think it neceſſary to 
Zſhew how ſuperior it was originally, and that all the excellence it 


2 
1 


can boaſt, is nothing but the perverted remains of antiquity; every 


thing which was practicable then, is more ſo now, with a little va- 


riation in the mode of aflembling, except the annual transfer of land, 


5 teni ſingulis ex plcbe comites, conſilium et auctoritas adſunt. Nihil autem neque publice - 


rhich though impracticable now, proves land was common property. 


* Reges et nobilitate; duces ex virtute ſumunt. Nec regibus infinita aut libera poteſtas ; 


et duces exemplo potius quam imperio De minoribus rebus principes conſultant, de majo- 
ribus, quorum penes plobem arbitrium eft apud priuc pes. Cœunt certis diebus, cum aut incho- 
ratur luna aut impletur—Illud non fimul conveniunt, fed et alter et tertius dies cunc- 
tatione ceuntium ablumiter—conſidunt armati, Silentium per ſacerdotes. Mex Rex, vel priaceps 
prout ætas quique, prout nobilitas, prout decus bellorum, prout facundia eſt audiuntur. Auc- 
| toritate ſuadendi magis quam jubende poteſtate, Si diſplicuit ſentenua fremitu aſpernantur; 
ſin placuit, frameas concutiunt. Licet apud conciliam accuſare guogue, et diſtinctio penarum ex 


delecto. Eliguntur in iiſdem conciliis, principes qui juta per pagos vicoſque teddunt. Cen- 


neque privatz rei, niſi armata agunt, Sed arma ſumerunt non ante cui quam mori, quam 


civitas ſuffecturum probaverit. Tum principium aliquis, vel pater, vel propinquus ſeuto 
framea que juvenum ornant ante hoc domus pars videntur. Mox reipublicæ.— Nemo enim illic 
vitia ridet : nec corrumpere et c rrumpi ſæculum vncatur. Thi beni mores valent, quan 
alibi hone legen. Qu m cungse, & c. Tacit, de Germania, Cap, 7, 11, 12, 13, 19, 21, 


4 6 ON THE ANCIENT. CONSTITUTION OF GERMANY, 


It may be ſaid that if the people were armed they would ſubmit Wn: 
to no laws, and pay no taxes; but there is no inſtance of a whole N 
people refuſing to obey JA laws, or to pay taxes till they were un-. 
realonably oppreſſed; and Tacitus has well obſerved, that jt was the 
cuſtom to prelent a youth to the affembly, with a teſtimony of his 
good conduct, before he ailumed the armour, I am not for giving 
arms to vagabouds, and ſuch men will never ſave money enough to 
buy them; but if the reſpectable citizens, who were able to purchale 
arms, wers in general provided with them, it would prevent tumults 
and robberies, by timidating bad men of every deſcription z it 
would prevent foreign invaſion alſo, if they were enrolled in com- 

anies, and occaſionally exerciſed, beiter than a vagabond militia or 
Randi, army, and while it preterved obedience to the laws it would 
ſecure 9 59 — property, and peace; for Governments are ſeldom 
unjuſt, if they are ſure they cannot eſcape With impunity. I ſhall 
conclude this e with a few inſtances to prove theſe propoſitions, 
In Rome every citizen had arms, and a ſhare in the government, till 
Servius Tullius, their 6xth king, by eaſing them of ſome taxes, per- 
ſuaded them to relinquiſh their arms and their power; and leave the 
government and defence of the {tate to the higher orders, But the 
King himſelf was the firſt victim of this impolitic meaſure; the great 
men proving oppreſſive, he endeavoured to reſtrain them, and they 
conſpired to murder him; the people endeavoured to ſave him, but 
in vain, they were helpleſs ſpectators of the moſt cruel violence to a 
king. whom they adored; the vices of the great at length obliged the 6 
cople to revolt, who after a bloody conteſt deſtroyed their tyrants. wall 
Che final deftruftion of the Roman empire- was owing to their 
wretched government not daring to truſt the people with arms for 
their defence. But our own hiſtory affords inſtances enough of this 
kind, Edgar was ſurnamed the peaceable, becauſe he was always 
prepared for war; and the firſt breach of our Conſtitution was owing 
to Ethelred the unready, neglecting to arm and diſcipline the people, 
in conſequence of which the Danes ſubdued the kingdom. The . 
Norman | Conqueſt was owing to the ſame "cauſe as the Daniſh. 
On the' death of Edward the Sixth, the Proteſtants conſtituted a 
great majority of the people; yet intimidated by the Duke of Nor- 
folk, and a few Popiſh ſoldiers, they acknowledged Mary the Firlt, 
an avowed papiſt, as Queen; ſuffered an amiable proteſtant lady, 
who was appointed to the crown, to be beheaded, and their vene- 
rable paſtors to expire in flames before their eyes. Charles the 
Firſt, preſuming on the weaknels of the people, ventured on thoſe 

\ deſpotic meaſures, which deluged the kingdom with blood, Oliver 

Cromwell, with about forty thoutand men, exerciſed the moſt 

abſolute tyranny over three kingdoms; and in the year 1780, about 

a hundred of the loweſt claſs of thieves, with no better arms than 

iron bars and broomſticks, kept the whole city and ſuburbs of Lon- 

don in terror for three days. I may add, that if every reſpectable 
citizen in France had poſſeſſed arms, the Germans would never have 

entered the kingdom, or a hundred men been killed. 8. 
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